
Minnesota History Award  
Application Instructions 

 
The Minnesota History Awards were created by the Minnesota Alliance of Local History 
Museums (MALHM) to honor the excellent work performed in Minnesota’s public history 
community.  The intention of the program is to give due recognition to the organizations 
and individuals responsible for these programs.  From exhibitions to organizational 
capacity building, Minnesota has been a national leader in public history but has never had 
a sanctioned awards program to identify this work.  In addition to highlighting those who 
have achieved excellence, the program intends to use the example of winners to show the 
rest of our peers how it can be done, hopefully raising the quality of everyone’s work. 
 
Filling out the Nomination Form 
 
A general rule of thumb to follow as you are filling out the nomination form is to 
check each box for a black “+” sign in the lower right hand corner.  If this appears, you 
have overfilled the box and the review committee may not be able to see the additional 
information.  If this symbol appears, revise the text to fit within the box.  Do not attach 
additional sheets.  All of your information must fit within the boxes provided. 
 
Nominee(s) Information 

• Fill out the complete contact information for the nomination. 
 
Project Nomination 

• All projects must have taken place or been completed between January 1, 2015 to 
December 31, 2015. 

• Each project can be nominated in only one category. 
o Public Programs – this can be an exhibition, special event, educational 

program, film/documentary, and public celebration that sets itself apart from 
the rest of the state. 

o Publications – print publication (book or magazine), newsletter, website, 
and other printed material for public consumption. 

o Behind-the-Scenes – too often the work that goes on behind the scenes is 
not given its proper due, even though it might help you meet your mission.  A 
successful fundraising campaign, new set of policies, or some other project 
that the public would not be aware of that allows an organization to move 
forward in a manner that should be recognized as an example to the rest of 
the state’s organizations. 

o Preservation – designation of a local historic site or district, saving of a 
historic building, a historic structure or district report, and the reuse or 
rehabilitation of a historic structure or district. 

o Collections – conservation of a special artifact or collection, improved 
storage facilities, collection rehousing project, digital preservation, and 
improved access to collections. 



o Partnership – a project or partnership formation between two or more 
entities that furthers the mission of those involved and can serve as a model 
for other organizations. 

• Organizational Statement 
o Within the character limit, tell us about the nominee.  Discuss the mission, 

how long it has been in existence, where it operates, and more.  If 
appropriate, share the credentials of the individuals who organized and 
managed the project.  Use this section to introduce the nominee to the 
Selection Committee. 

• Nomination Statement 
o Describe the project within the character limit.  Tell us what the goal of the 

project was, how those goals were accomplished, and what type of planning 
was involved.  Describe why the program is worthy of recognition and is of 
high caliber. 

• Project Impact 
o Within the character limit, describe how the project had a positive impact on 

the public and the nominee.  How did the public benefit from this? 
 
Required Documents 

• Two letters of critical testimony 
o These letters should come from outside of the nominating party and need to 

address the scholarly quality of the project and its impact on the public.  It is 
suggested that the letters come from museum or public history professionals 
or their equivalent given the nature of the project. 

• Photographs of the project 
o Photos can be extremely valuable in evaluating a nominated project.  

Depending on the project, before and after images can be helpful. 
• Copy of publication, report, or plan 

o If submitting a nomination that includes a publication, film, report, or plan, 
one copy of said item is required for review.  In the event of an electronic 
publication, a copy on a CD or flash drive is acceptable.  For web based 
publications, please include the URL of the publication and 5-10 sample 
pages in hard copy format. 

o Electronic submissions (PDF, video files, or links) are preferred as a 
copy will be needed for each reviewer and it is much easier to 
distribute an electronic version.  If an electronic version is not 
available, the nominee may be asked to provide a copy to each 
reviewer. 

 
Optional Documents 

• Nominee’s most recent annual report 
o Annual reports can be useful in giving the awards committee a better 

understanding of the nominated organization.  
• Media coverage 



o Any clippings, recordings, or additional media coverage can be used by the 
reviewers in evaluating the project and its impact on the community. 

 
How to Submit Nominations 
 
All nominations should be submitted in one of these two methods: 
 
U.S. Mail 
 
Send one copy of your nomination form and additional materials (loose paper, flash 
drive, or CD) to: 
Dustin Heckman 
Goodhue County Historical Society 
1166 Oak Street 
Red Wing, MN 55066 
 
Email 
 
Send a single PDF packet to:  director@goodhistory.org 
 
Questions 
 
Contact the Minnesota History Awards Coordinator Dustin Heckman by phone at (651) 
388-6024 or by email at director@goodhistory.org. 
 
Submission Deadline 
 
All nomination materials must be received by the Awards Coordinator by 4:30 PM on 
Tuesday, March 1, 2016. 
 
When will nominees be notified of their award 
 
The main contact for each nomination will be notified by email the week of March 28 of 
their status.  Winners will be invited to the 2016 MALHM Conference in Willmar on April 
27 and 28.  The award presentation will take place following the business meeting on April 
27. 
 
Each award winner will be sent a press release that can be used in their local area to 
promote their achievement. 



2016 Minnesota History 
Awards Nomination Form

All nominations must have been completed by and introduced to public, if appropriate, between 
January 1, 2015 and December 31, 2015. 
  
The following documents must accompany your nomination:  1) Two letters of critical testimony, 2) 
project photographs, and 3) Copy of publication, report, or plan.  Optional documents that many 
enhance your nomination include:  1) Organization's annual report and 2) media coverage.  Refer to 
the nomination instructions for more detailed information.

Nominee(s) Information
Nominee(s) 
Name(s)

Address

City/State/Zip

Official Contact 
for Nominee(s)

Phone Number

Email

Project Nomination
Project Name

Nomination 
Category

Public Programs
Publications
Behind-the-Scenes
Preservation
Collections
Partnership

For Public Programs only:   
Start and end date of program



Organization Background (1,500 character max)



Nomination Statement (1,500 character max)



What impact did this project have on the organization(s)? (1,500 character max)







 

 

September 15, 2015 

Dear Allyson,      

Thank you for the great discussion on August 19 about the donation, care and display of the Malt-O-

Meal collection. We are excited and eager to ensure that we meet your family’s expectations. During 

our meeting, you brought up some great ideas regarding the collection — ideas that we had not 

anticipated in our original proposal. As a result of our conversation, we have modified our proposal to 

reflect what you have requested: 

1. The creation of a room dedicated to telling the Northfield story that will highlight the Malt-O-

Meal collection on a rotating schedule. For the first three years (2016-2018) the Malt-O-Meal 

collection will be the only collection highlighted, this will be done in phases due to the size of 

the collection. In 2019, the 100th anniversary of the company, NHS will create a yearlong exhibit 

dedicated to telling the entire history of the Malt-O-Meal company. This will be housed in the 

new Northfield Room and the other exhibit gallery dedicated to rotating displays.  After the 

completion of the yearlong exhibit the Northfield Room will highlight the Malt-O-Meal collection 

but it will also showcase other artifacts from the NHS collection. 

 

This creation of a dedicated Northfield Room will result in the loss of our space for store storage 

(the room’s current use). As a result, we will need to create another storage room through the 

remodeling of another space within our building. We will also incur costs in remodeling the 

current storage room into a space that is suitable for the display of artifacts. 

 

In addition, you also asked that we develop an estimate for the following items that were not in our 

original proposal. These items are at the family’s discretion and would not require funding unless NHS is 

asked to provide these services. We understand that a decision on the following items may or may not 

happen, depending on what the family decides: 

1. The digitization of the reel-to-reel/multimedia artifacts within the collection. 

2. The creation of a cloud-based storage site that would provide family members with access to 

the digital files for a definite period. We are proposing five years, but the specific length of time 

can be determined by the family. 

 

We have modified the original proposal below to incorporate these three items. Let me know if you 

have any questions. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Hayes Scriven 

Executive Director 



Malt-O-Meal Collections Care and Legacy Proposal 

The following proposal is presented in the hopes that the Campbell family will agree to entrust the 

Northfield Historical Society with the care and preservation of the Malt-O-Meal collection in perpetuity. 

This proposal includes the costs associated with the initial inventory and storage of the collection, the 

long-term care of the collection, the display of the collection and a separate option for a one-time legacy 

gift to the Northfield Historical Society in recognition of the longstanding relationship between the town 

and the Campbell family/Malt-O-Meal. Our goal is to provide the level of care that the Campbell family 

expects, as well as to provide a permanent home for such an important part of Northfield’s history. 

The Malt-O-Meal collection is varied in the types of items it contains. Each has its own unique storage 

needs and amount of time needed to properly assess, inventory and care for them long-term. For these 

reasons, these items will be the most complicated and important collection NHS has ever accepted. We 

are confident that we can meet and exceed the family’s expectations for the collection provided that we 

are also given the resources to take care of it in the proper manner. 

Our proposal is that the majority of the work with the collection would take place in the first 18 months 

after its arrival at NHS. In order to properly assess, inventory and store items at a basic level we would 

recommend hiring a dedicated project-based archivist 20 hours a week for 18 months to sort, inventory 

and catalog the entire collection. We are also estimating it will cost about $15,000 in supplies to 

properly store all the items in the collection in archival-quality boxes and folders. Due to the renovations 

needed to the building we believe it will be 6—10 months before the first portion of the collection is on 

display. Please see the attached form titled Sort, Inventory and Catalog Process for the Malt-O-Meal 

Collection, this is how we believe we will process the collection and get it ready for exhibition and for its 

long-term care in storage. Once NHS takes on the collection it will be immediately added to our 

insurance policy and covered with the rest of the NHS collection. Our current policy is a blanket 

coverage for the appraised value of the entire collection.  This covers any damage caused by natural 

disasters, theft or other unforeseen acts. Once the Malt-O-Meal collection is added we will increase the 

insured amount by the appraised value of the collection. NHS also has a disaster plan in place that 

covers a wide variety of situations.  This plan is in place to protect the collection and the building. 

About the Northfield Historical Society 

The Northfield Historical Society grew out of the activities of the committee formed to celebrate 

America’s bicentennial in 1975. One of the goals of the committee was to establish a museum and to 

find a home for it. The committee first looked at Joseph Lee Heywood’s house. The group agreed the 

house had great historical relevance, but it would be hard to adapt it for use as a museum. A few 

months later, the Scriver Building came up for sale. The group made an offer of $125,000, and the 

owner agreed.  About a year later, on July 4th, 1976, the Northfield Historical Society celebrated its 

formation and dedicated the Scriver Building to public service as a museum. Since then NHS has been 

housed in the Scriver Building and we have been dedicated to the discovery, documentation, 

preservation and interpretation of Northfield area history. 

For the past 40 years NHS has been preserving and telling the Northfield story. We are fortunate to have 

a great hook in the failed bank raid by the James-Younger Gang. Because of this, we have over 20,000 

visitors a year. In the past five years, we have restructured the way we tell the raid story and we now 

focus more on the town’s reaction and focus less on the movements of the bank raiders.   



By adding the Malt-O-Meal collection we will be able to better tell a broader Northfield story. 

Something the public wants to see. 

I. Initial Inventory and Storage of the Collection 

Part-time dedicated staff to catalog and rehouse collection: $21,840 

Archival Supplies: $15,000 (e.g. acid-free boxes and folders, waterproof Tyvek wrap) 

$36,840 

 

I(a).   Additional Support in this phase  

NHS has the room to house the collection and store it on basic shelving, but that room is not 

currently being used for archival storage. As a result, the shelving currently in the room does not 

meet museum standards. NHS would acquire proper mobile shelving in order to provide archival 

quality shelving to permanently store the collection. We estimate these costs as follows: 

 $40,000 to purchase and install the shelving and 

 $40,000 to remodel the proposed room to make it suitable for collection storage (e.g. 

new doors and locks, upgraded security and some interior remodeling).  

The shelving cost is based off an estimate from the vendor that previously worked with NHS. 

The room renovation costs are based off an estimate developed by Northfield Construction.  

    I(b).  Creation of the Northfield Room featuring Malt-O-Meal artifacts 

1. $20,000 for the creation of the Northfield Room and a new storage space for our store 

supplies. The Northfield Room will showcase items from the Malt-O-Meal collection along with 

other Northfield stories on a rotating basis. For the first three years (2016-2018) the Malt-O-

Meal collection will be the only collection highlighted. In 2019, the 100th anniversary of the 

company, NHS will create a yearlong exhibit dedicated to telling the entire history of the Malt-O-

Meal company. This will be housed in the new Northfield Room and the other exhibit gallery 

dedicated to rotating displays.  After the completion of the yearlong exhibit the Northfield Room 

will highlight the Malt-O-Meal collection but it will also showcase other artifacts from the NHS 

collection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



II. Long-Term Care of the Collection and Storage 

 

After the collection is sorted, inventoried and cataloged we anticipate undertaking some 

digitization, photographing three-dimensional items and gathering additional information on the 

collection (i.e., provenance, background history and any other information relevant to the 

collection.) We would also remodel one of the apartments that we currently rent within our 

building to relocate the staff/student work space that is currently housed in the proposed Malt-

O-Meal collection room. The resulting loss of rental income for our organization would need to 

be replaced by the income from an endowment. Since we view a collection of this importance as 

a permanent commitment by NHS, we would like the Campbell family to consider:  

 

$168,000 to create an endowment to provide annual support to the Northfield Historical Society 

and to maintain the collection in perpetuity. 

 

Total for the processing, storage, display and long-term care of the Malt-O-Meal Collection 

$136,840 + $168,000 (endowment) = $304,840 

At your request, we are also providing the costs associated with some other options that we 

discussed at our meeting (and which will still need a final decision from the family).  

The following optional services are not covered in the proposal above: 

1. Digitization of reel-to-reel and other multimedia artifacts by Cricket Digital 

is estimated at $40.00 per artifact for digitization. 

2. Online Storage Access for Family members to digitized files for five years: 

*Elephant Storage — 50GB of online storage/access for five years. $25.00 a month for 5 

years = $1,500 

 

*Elephant Storage is an option. By the time we execute the proposal we may use a different 

service. The cost will not change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The following proposal for a legacy gift to NHS and the Northfield community is to be considered 

separate from the proposal above which directly relates to the care and display of the Malt-O-

Meal collection.  

 

III. Legacy Gift to NHS and the Northfield Community 

 

We would like the Campbell family to consider the creation of a permanent legacy in Northfield 

to honor the Campbell family/Malt-O-Meal history and the special relationship that has existed 

between them and the Northfield community for close to 100 years. 

$800,000 to create a permanent endowment at the Northfield Historical Society for the upkeep, 

preservation and operation of the historic Scriver Building. This would be a gesture from the 

Campbell family in recognition of the special relationship that exists among the family, the 

company and the Northfield community. This endowment also would ensure that the Campbell 

family/Malt-O-Meal archive would have a proper home in perpetuity and would always be 

located in one spot for those who wish to view the collection.  

As an example of this kind of philanthropic gesture, another former Minnesota company, The 

Laird Norton Company, made a similar type of gift to the Winona County Historical Society of 

$1.5 million dollars in 2006 when the company moved to Seattle. The company stated that they 

wanted to make a lasting gift to the community to acknowledge their special relationship over 

the years. NHS would also partner with the Campbell family to find some mutually agreeable 

way to recognize this contribution and its lasting importance on Northfield and its history. 
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NHS to receive historic collection from MaltO
Meal Family
Posted by Hayes Scriven on Nov 30, 2015 in Events, Programs | Comments Off on NHS to receive
historic collection from MaltOMeal Family

The Northfield Historical Society is pleased to announce
that it will receive a large collection of artifacts related to the history of the MaltOMeal Company
(MOM). The donation is being made by the Campbell Family, former shareholders of MOM Brands,
following the sale of MOM Brands to Post Holdings, Inc earlier this year.

The collection includes promotional materials, advertising items, and personal scrapbooks kept by
company employees and John Campbell, its founder. NHS Executive Director Hayes Scriven noted, “If
you were to keep a history of a company, this is what you would keep. The family and the employees did
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a thorough job documenting and preserving their history. They definitely cared about their past.”

Longterm support
The collection was too large for the society to acquire as easily as most donations, so we gave the family
a proposal to sort, inventory, and catalog the collection properly,” explains Scriven. “After numerous
conversations on how the collection would be cared for and displayed we came to an agreement that
included an endowment for care of the collection.”

As part of the agreement, NHS will create a series of small displays of the collection in a renovated

gallery space on the society’s main museum level 
dedicated to showcasing MOM and Northfield history. A yearlong exhibit plus various programs will
appear during the company’s centennial year in 2019.

The initial display of the MaltOMeal Collection will appear in the first half of 2016, with new displays
being unveiled annually. Because of the collection and the renovations happening at NHS to house the
collection, the research facility at NHS will be closed until the construction is completed in summer
2016.

“We are extremely honored that the family of John Campbell has entrusted NHS to care for the
company’s history,” says Scriven. “MaltOMeal has been a big part of our city’s identity and we are
excited to share its history with a wider audience.”
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