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Jan Warner Retires from MCHS
after over 50 Years of Service

MCHS board member Deb Collis (left) presenting Art and Jan 
Warner a commendation from the board for their 40+ years of 

service to the organization. This was during
the MCHS annual meeting at the Falls Ballroom,
Little Falls, MN, October 15, 2005. #2006.16.14

A book could be written about Jan 
Warner, who has provided over 50 
years of service to the Morrison 

County Historical Society. Make that three 
books; one for her work with the Morrison 
County Historical Society, one for her com-
munity service outside MCHS, and one to 
capture her prodigious memory.

Those who’ve had the pleasure of 
conversation with Jan immediately notice 
how historical facts related to Morrison 
County and Minnesota history issue forth 
with ease. She seems to know 
everyone and can share who they 
are related to as though she has 
pedigree charts stored in her mind. 
It’s not uncommon for her to be 
able to recall where people lived 
within the county. She says her 
memory is genetic, passed down 
through the Nordlund line of her 
family. That’s Book One of the Jan 
Warner Story.

Book Two is Jan’s consider-
able volunteer service to the local 
community and to the state-wide 
museum field. Her interests lie 
primarily with community devel-
opment, arts, environmental, and 
history organizations. While this 
list will likely not do justice to 
everything Jan has been involved 
with over the years, it’s a great start-
ing point for anyone wishing to 
write her biography. (It is roughly 
in chronological order.)

Camp Fire – Camp Fire leader - won 
     the Wahkon Award for Imaginative  
     Leadership
Parent Teacher Association
Little Falls Concert Association
Summer Bible School Superintendent
First Lutheran Church & First United Church 
     - Member of various church committees
Minnesota Museum Educators Roundtable 
     (became Minnesota Association of 
     Museums) – founding member
Central Minnesota Historical Assembly – 
     founding member, president
Minnesota Association of Collecting Agencies
Minnesota Aesthetic Environment Committee

Minnesota Natural Beauty Committee
Mississippi River Park Planning
Centennial Tree Planting Project -
     Bicentennial Chairperson for Morrison 
     County
State Bicentennial Heritage Commission
State Historic Records Advisory Board
4-H Leader
Gordon Rosenmeier Recognition Day – 
     organizing committee
League of Women Voters – co-organizer, board 
     member
Morrison County DFL

Minnesota Preservation Alliance – member of 
     steering committee to form organization
Institute for Minnesota Archaeology –
     member of the original board of directors, 
     was made a lifetime member
Chamber of Commerce ad hoc arts council
Morrison County Arts Association (became 
     Great River Arts Association) – founding 
     member
Morrison County Art Train Project
Great River Arts Association – helped to
     organize, president
Maple Island Park Dedication & White Way 
     Lighting Ceremony - organizer
Musser Weyerhaeuser Task Force

Governor’s Design Team for the Little Falls 
     Downtown Beautification Project
Lindbergh Drive Committee
Mississippi River Revival – board member,
     honored for her participation by MRR in 
     1990
Mississippi Headwaters Board
Cushing Women’s Club – president, vice 
     president
Cushing Community Club – board member
Cass Gilbert Depot Committee – founding 
     member, chair
Little Falls Tourism Committee –

     advisory member
Little Falls Tourism & Convention 
     Bureau – appointed by mayor
Little Falls Convention & Visitors 
     Bureau – founding member
Mayor’s Task Force 2014 (Little Falls)
Minnesota Alliance of Local History 
     Museums – board member
Little Falls Heritage Preservation
     Commission – helped found the 
     commission along with City 
     Administrator Rich Carlson
Great River/Great Minds (became 
     Great River/Great People) – 
     founder
Site Seers – founder
West Side Improvement Association 
     – founding member
Region 5 History Coalition –
     organizer
Region 5 Resilient Region – 
     participant for Morrison County
The Artisans – founder
Little Falls School District facilities 

     planning meetings
Town 101

Like Father Pierz, who had a penchant 
for creating Catholic parishes in central 
Minnesota, Jan has a talent and passion for 
creating organizations, as is evident from 
the list. 

In addition to her work with these 
organizations, anytime there was a com-
munity-wide planning effort, Jan would be 
there, along with her husband Art. While 
Jan often took a more public role in her 
service, Art was at her side putting in his 
own volunteer hours, primarily in research, 
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Jan Warner watching the work of cement contractor Joe Popp during 
excavation for basement addition on the Weyerhaeuser Museum, 1981. 
Photo by Mary Phillips for the Little Falls Daily Transcript. #1982.51.1

Jan Warner (right) providing a tour of the Weyerhaeuser Museum for 
Joan Mondale (center), wife of U.S. Vice President Walter Mondale. The 

men surrounding them are agents of the Secret Service.
October 15, 1980. #1981.3.3

analysis, and documentation (including 
writing articles and bylaws for organiza-
tions), providing support and taxi service 
for Jan.

For her community service, Jan won 
the first Outstanding Woman of the Year 
award in 1984 from the Little Falls Jaycee 
Women. Jan and Art were both honored 
with the Little Falls Exchange Club’s Book 
of Golden Deeds Award in 1994 for their 
extensive volunteer service.

It is difficult to gauge the effects of 
one’s service while in the middle of it, but 
they can be far-reaching. David Grabitske, 
manager of outreach services for the Minne-
sota Historical Society, recently shared one 
of the long-term effects of Jan’s work. Jan 
was part of a small group of people on the 
State Bicentennial Heritage Commission 
who created a process for distributing grants 
to Minnesota communities interested in cel-
ebrating the United States bicentennial. This 
process was adopted by Nina Archabal, who 
was working in the Minnesota Historical 
Society’s grants office at the time and needed 
to update the organization’s grant process. 
(Nina later became director of MNHS.) The 
grant process Jan helped to develop has since 
been adapted to the history-related Legacy 
grants that are distributed by the Minnesota 
Historical Society.

Book Two of Jan’s community service 
would make for an epic documentary, yet 
there’s been no mention of her greatest 
volunteer work, serving as executive director 
of the Morrison County Historical Society. 
That’s Book Three in Jan Warner’s Story.

J a n  a n d 
Art got involved 
with the Morri-
son County His-
torical Society in 
1963, during a 
time when the 
organization had 
become inactive 
and was being re-
energized with 
the assistance 
of Arch Grahn 
from the Min-
nesota Historical 
Society. They be-
came members 
that year, hav-
ing consciously 
searched for an 
a c t i v i t y  they 
could take part in 

together. Jan and Art immediately launched 
themselves into the daily life of the Society, 
which was housed in the basement of the 
Historic Morrison County Courthouse at 
the time. In 1965, Art was elected president 
and Jan was doing curatorial work for the 
organization. She slipped into the role of 
executive director fairly quickly, although 
wasn’t formally named as the director until 
1977. What the general public may not be 
aware of is that Jan served most of her 50+ 
years with MCHS as a volunteer. She was 
paid a pittance of a salary for about 15 years 
of her time.

In her ser-
vice to MCHS, 
Jan was the public 
face of the orga-
nization, giving 
countless tours 
and presenting 
county history 
on the radio and 
in the Society’s 
newsletter. She 
created exhibits, 
organized and 
packed artifacts, 
planned events, 
and managed vol-
unteers and staff. 
She was involved 
in numerous pres-
ervation projects, 
helping to save 
the Cass Gilbert 

Depot, the Historic Morrison County 
Courthouse, and the Buckman Hotel. She 
worked to have architectural details pre-
served at the former Hennepin Paper Mill 
site, which has become Mill Park. She wrote 
the nomination for the Historic Courthouse 
to be placed in the National Register of 
Historic Places and was chair of a committee 
to gather history of the courthouse during 
Morrison County’s sesquicentennial. 

With all that, the project she takes 
the most pride in was her part in the con-
struction of The Charles A. Weyerhaeuser 
Memorial Museum, which opened in 1975. 
Jan was the local point-person, the day-to-
day contact who worked between the ar-
chitect, donors, contractors, MCHS board 
and members, and the general public to get 
this world-class museum built. She helped 
design the museum’s permanent exhibits, 
including writing the story of Morrison 
County through exhibit labels.

It is an understatement to say that 
Jan, through her tireless work with MCHS 
and throughout the community, has helped 
to shape the history of Morrison County. 
MCHS owes her and Art a huge debt of 
gratitude for their service.

Jan officially retired as executive direc-
tor of MCHS on August 27, 2015. While 
she has no definite plans for retirement, she 
intends to continue her community involve-
ment. Perhaps there is a Book Four in the 
Jan Warner Story.

~ Mary Warner
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Jan Warner (far right) and 
 attendees of a manuscript 
 conservation workshop held 
at the Weyerhaeuser Museum, 
 September 1977.

Jan Warner watching the work of cement contractor Joe Popp during excavation for the basement
addition on the Weyerhaeuser Museum, 1981.

Photo by Mary Phillips for the Little Falls Daily Transcript.
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Jan Warner (center right) providing a tour of the Weyerhaeuser Museum for Joan Mondale, wife of U.S. 
Vice President Walter Mondale. The men surrounding them are agents of the Secret Service.

October 15, 1980.

Jan Warner (left) and Julie Find 
at the entry of the Weyerhaeuser 
Museum waiting for the start 
of the Log Cabin Quilters’ quilt 
show, May 4, 1985.
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Hildur Gustafson (left) and 
Jan Warner, waiting outside 
the Weyerhaeuser Museum 
to guide school tours, spring 
1995.

Lucy Rosenberry Jones (left) and Jan Warner at the ribbon-cutting celebrating the 30th 
anniversary of the Weyerhaeuser Museum, August 27, 2005.
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Art and Jan Warner (back left) at a Region 5 History Coalition meeting

in Staples, MN, January 2012.

Jan Warner speaking at 
an annual meeting of the 
Morrison County Historical 
Society, Randall, MN, 
 September 2013.
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Jan Warner’s Service in Pictures

Jan Warner (center, laughing) giving a talk about the Little Falls Dam
to attendees at the State Historic Preservation Conference, Little Falls, MN, 

September 2015.

Jan Warner speaking at the program celebrating the 30th anniversary of the 
 Weyerhaeuser Museum, Falls Ballroom, Little Falls, MN, 2005.

Art Warner is next to Jan.



DOUGLAS A. BIRK, ARCHAEOLOGIST/HISTORIAN 

2063 White Pine Point Trail SW 

Pine River, MN 56474 

 

 

 

23 February 2016 

 

 

Mary Warner, Interim Executive Director 

Morrison County Historical Society 

The Charles A. Weyerhaeuser Memorial Museum 

2151 S. Lindbergh Drive, PO Box 239 

Little Falls, MN 56345 

 

Dear Mary: 

 

I am writing in support of Art and Jan Warner’s nominations for Lifetime Achievement Awards sponsored 

by the Minnesota Alliance of Local History Museums (MALHM). This letter specifically addresses my 

personal appreciation of Jan Warner and her far-ranging efforts to further the causes, public awareness, and 

standards of historical and cultural stewardship in the State of Minnesota. 

 

I first met Jan Warner in 1972 while conducting National Register property surveys for the Minnesota State 

Historic Preservation Office. Her professional demeanor, her broad and precise familiarity with local and 

regional history, and her enthusiasm for gathering, curating, and sharing that history were immediately 

evident. Indeed, she is one of those grassroots dynamos, who, along with her late husband and associate 

Art, have had a lifelong passion for making their community (and a wide swath of central Minnesota) a 

better place to live.  

 

Over the years, Jan has taken on myriad community projects with the wisdom of a hawk, the gentleness of 

a bunny, the industry of a beaver, and the tenacity of a bulldog. With regards to Minnesota history, she has 

created and seized opportunities, crafted initiatives, and built constituencies. Once involved, she works 

tirelessly and often pro bono. A part of her enduring legacy is getting things done in a forthright, positive, 

and timely manner. She has a remarkable and envious track record of leadership with positive outcomes.  

 

By the time I met Jan, she and Art were already deeply committed to reviving the stagnated Morrison 

County Historical Society (MCHS). She gave me a tour of the society’s obscure storage space in the dusty 

basement of the county courthouse. I well remember the piles of boxes, papers, and objects. Over the 

previous decade, Jan had developed a studied command of those collections and a clear understanding of 

their historical value and potentials. She (and Art) also had a dream and a plan for the future.  

 

Under their guidance and with the help of others, a few years later, the MCHS crawled out of that basement 

and moved, kit and caboodle, to a brand new facility on a scenic parcel of land overlooking the Mississippi 

River. The society’s Charles A. Weyerhaeuser Memorial Museum is now an attractive, secure, state-of-the-

art facility with well-conceived exhibits, carefully organized and accessible collections, exciting programs, 

and a friendly and knowledgeable staff. 

 

A list of the many Minnesota organizations and activities in which Jan has engaged was recently published 

in the MCHS’s high-quality newsletter. The list is way too long to recite here, but I must say that I am 

astonished by the full scope and depth of Jan’s involvements with heritage commissions, advisory boards, 

preservation groups, and arts councils. Whether working as a hands-on volunteer or visionary leader--Jan 

has done just about everything from janitorial work, history radio broadcasts, and fund raising, to attending 

and hosting countless meetings, writing National Register nominations, and developing curricula, 

publications, and exhibits. Her long and ambitious service as the Executive Director of the MCHS has, in 

my estimation, helped make the society’s museum/research center one of the most accommodating and 

respected within the State of Minnesota. 



Mary Warner, 23 Feb 2016 

Page Two 

 

Despite Jan’s alleged retirement, I suspect that she will continue on her mission to gather, preserve, and 

promote Minnesota history on both a state as well as a local level. I also expect that she will continue to 

demonstrate a steadfast dedication and enduring presence at the MCHS. Along with her life partner and 

associate Art Warner, I know of no one more deserving of the MALHM’s Lifetime Achievement Award.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Douglas A. Birk 

Archaeologist/Historian 
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February 22,2A16

To the Drwtors of the Minnesota Alliance of Local Hi*ory Museums

Re: Nomination of Jan Warner for Lifetime Achievement Award

We write in support of Jan Warner's nomination forthe Lifetime Achievement Award. We write
from the standpoint of independent scholars whose work depends on the invaluable assistance of
archivists and librarians. Beyond that, we write of the very personal relationship through which
we were able to tell the story of lhe Gold Rush ll'idows of Little Falls.

That relationship began in the spring of 1982, when we sent a letter (the first-class stamp cost us
18 cents) from ourthen-home in Montana to Jan Warner at the Weyerhaeuser Museum in Little
Falls, Minnesota" telling her that we had come across a collwtion of nineteenth-century letters
that could be traced to a family in Little Falls. To several families in Little Falls and Morrison
County, as a matter of fact.

Three days later the phone rang. It was Jan. And that was the beginning of a collaboration
conducted through letters, phone calls, and on-site visits, a collaboration that resulted, nearly a
decade later, in the publication of our first bookon western women's history. What we brought
to Jan was a treasure trove of the personal papers of James Fergus, one of Montana's early and
influential pioneers. Much of that material contained details concerning the life of James's wife,
Pamelia--and of the lives of several other women in the area who, in the earlyl360g were left
behind in manage family and business affairs on their own when husbands and fathers set out
from Morrison County for the goldfield of the West, promising to return home or to send for
their families onc€ their fortunes were secured.

What Jan provided for us was the other half of the story, the story as lived by Pamelia and her
fellow "widows." It furns out that recovering that story was not an easy undertaking for Jan.
From the outset, she realized that at the time of our query her archives held relatively few
materials on the earliest period of Little Falls and Morrison County, though she and others had
been working to expand the records ofthat era.

From our perspective, Jan is the researcher's ultimate friend, not only in terms of her vast
knowledge of the materials in her care, but also in her ability to make connections and to explore
possibilities. Over the years, that special gift has worked to the advant4ge of many researchers
and countless visitors to the Weyerhaeuser Museum. In our case, she welcomed us on our first
trip to Minnesota, opening all museum resources to us and arranging interviews for us with
officials and townspeople of Little Falls and the zurrounding area. Theq as the story of the "gold
rush widows" came together, she brought us back to attend civic celebrations where we shared
the story that she and so many others had hel@ us tell. And upon the publication ofthe booh
she spearheaded a series of Minnesota Humanities Council-sponsored presentations in Fergus

[-iod. F"r*y (J".ol" Smifh
169 Garron Road . Middletorvn Springs, Vermont 05757 . Phone/Fax (802) 85-2844

ps@ver:montel.net www.peavyandsmithcom



FEllq lilra&do, S. Ctod, d St. ga$, srfrcresrc iloru SIc to *orl ncm ffgh m thc lives of
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In nrq Jan lVarner hss ds{rotsd nwb ftfu yous ofb€r life to locath& docrffidin&
presen'ing displryir€; and #aing &e vritt€n md ncerial arti&cts thc provide a window
into the pdilic aod $ede li!/6 dlhsc urbo livd tig hi$tr]' of which we write. We can think
ofno one more dcocrving of yor aurardthrn Jrn s[lqer.
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Marilyn J. Chiat, Ph.D. 

11484 Fairfield Road West, #405 

Minnetonka, MN 55305 

952-544-6434  chiat@earthlink.net 

 

 

 

February 15, 2016 

 

Mr. Dustin Heckman 

Goodhue County Historical Society 

1166 Oak Street 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

 

Dear Mr. Heckman, 

 

It is indeed a privilege and honor to write a letter of testimony for the awarding of the 

Minnesota Alliance of Local History Museum’s Lifetime Achievement Award to two outstanding 

people, Arthur(Art) and Jeanette (Jan) Warner, who together and individually have contributed 

so much to  the documentation and preservation of Minnesota, and in particular, Morrison 

County’s history.  Their accomplishments in the field of local and state history are many and will 

be recounted by many individuals who have had the privilege to work with them on their many 

and varied projects.  But their efforts have gone beyond the field of local history, they have also 

been committed to their larger community that was recognized and honored when they were 

presented with the Book of Golden Deeds Award by the Little Falls’ Exchange Club in 1994 for 

their extensive volunteer service.  I could go on and list many of Jan and Art’s awards they 

received and accomplishments they achieved over the more than fifty years they resided in 

Little Falls, and in particular in their relationship to the Morrison County Historical Society 

where Jan was named Executive Director in 1977 and Art became its first Board President in 

1965.  It is in this context that I had the opportunity to first meet Jan and Art and witness first 

hand their outstanding ability to not only gather community support for a research project, but 

their leadership capabilities that are so important if a project is to achieve success, as this one 

did. 

In 1989 I received grants from the American Association of State and Local History (the 

first awarded in Minnesota) and the Minnesota Historical Society for the Project to Document 

Places of Worship in North Central Minnesota.  The counties participating in the project were 

Aitkin, Cass, Crosslake, Crow Wing, and Morrison, as well as the Mille Lacs Band of Chippewa 

Indians.  The project would require the participation of each of the county’s historical societies’ 

directors in recruiting volunteers to undertake the research under their supervision and that of 

mailto:chiat@earthlink.net


the project’s directors.  A training manual, written by the director, was used to prepare 

volunteers for the project. It is at this point that the county directors had to demonstrate their 

ability to attract volunteers willing to commit time and effort to the project, and it is here that I 

witnessed Jan’s ability to do just this.  Without going into an extensive explanation of the 

project, suffice it to say that Jan with Art’s assistance was able to recruit the necessary 

volunteers, guide them through the training sessions, and oversee their work in the field.  As 

Jan stated in a bulletin sent out by the Morrison County Historical Society in March, 1989,  

“…this project is one that the entire community can take part in.”  And, indeed the entire 

community did.  Researchers compiled data including documents and photographs on over 

eighty houses of worship in Morrison County as well as conducting oral interviews with many 

congregants.  That data is now in the archives of the Morrison County Historical Society where, 

according to its current director, Mary Warner, it has been used by many researchers. 

Since the successful conclusion of that project in the mid-1990s, I have kept in constant 

contact with Jan and Art, both on a professional and personal basis.  When I was asked to write 

a book by the National Trust for Historic Preservation on America’s religious architecture, I 

consulted with Jan regarding a church in Morrison County that I wanted to include.  She 

graciously provided me with all the information I required.  In addition, I have spoken to both 

Jan and Art on numerous occasions about research projects we were both engaged in.  Their 

suggestions and advice have always proved helpful. 

Art has left us and Jan has recently resigned as Executive Director of the Morrison 

County Historical Society, but their outstanding contributions to their community and the State 

of Minnesota will always be there for others, such as myself, to benefit from, and for that I am 

grateful, and so should all of us involved in preserving our past for future generations.  For that 

reason alone I urge you to consider Jan and Art for the Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Cordially, 

 

Marilyn J. Chiat, Ph.D. 





Turnstone Historical Research 
275 E. 4th St., Suite 790 ~St. Paul, MN 55101~Phone: 651-310-0601~ Fax: 651-222-7338 
 

February 23, 2016 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

 I am writing in support of the nomination of Art and Jan Warner for the Lifetime 

Achievement Award sponsored by the Minnesota Alliance of Local History Museums. 

 

 I do not remember the first time I went to do research at the Morrison County 

Historical Society, but I do remember all the times I heard about it before I ever went 

there. My mother, Helen White, who had worked before as a staff member of the 

Minnesota Historical Society and later was a free-lancer and publisher in Taylors Falls 

told me about Morrison County and about the splendid people, Jan and Art Warner who 

were guiding lights there. My mother had high standards and she made clear to me that 

Morrison County Historical Society was a wonderful place and the Warners were 

wonderful people.  

 

 Later on when I began to work on the project on Ojibwe photographs which led to 

my book We Are at Home, I am sure my mother asked me: "Have you talked to Jan 

Warner yet?" I did of course and then went there to do research, around 1987. Jan was 

very helpful to me and I loved doing research there. The building is one of the most 

beautiful of any historical society in the state and it is a lovely place to do research. I'm 

sure in my mother's eyes it gave her the feeling of a kind of Japanese architecture that she 

loved from her time in Japan, a sense of serenity, of a connection to nature, and to history 

and to its community. And I, who was born during parent's time in Japan, love the 

building too.  

 

 I have appreciated working at the Morrison County ever since my first visit. In 

terms of county historical societies, it is a state-of-the art organization, encouraging of 

scholarly research while at the same time connected to the public and to the community it 

serves.  

 

 Because of their role in making the Morrison County Historical Society the kind 

of institution it is, I strongly support the nomination of Art and Jan Warner for the 

Lifetime Achievement Award sponsored by the Minnesota Alliance of Local History 

Museums. 

 

Sincerely, 

Bruce M. White, PhD 

white067@umn.edu 
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Museum Sundries - Art & Jan
At the Pike Commemorative Dinner held 

on October 16, 2005, the board and staff of 
the Morrison County Historical Society took 
an opportunity to show appreciation for the 
forty years of service Art and Jan Warner have 
dedicated to the Weyerhaeuser Museum and 
county history.  It is difficult to summarize forty 
years into a quick article, especially when the 
subjects have often taken on several complicated 
tasks simultaneously.  

I wrote this article using past minutes 
of the Historical Society.  These were an 
exciting treasure that I had trouble keeping to 
myself when discussing museum-related issues 
with Jan.  The presentation was a secret, so I 
couldn’t let it slip that I was looking at old min-
utes or Jan would know something was up.

During the New Business portion of the 
annual meeting dinner, board member Deb 
Collis slipped up to the front of the room and 
kindly read this piece.   I would have become 
a blubbering mess if I had done so.  Deb then 
presented a gift of recognition to Art and Jan 
from the board:  A beautiful, clear glass pitcher 
engraved with the names of the Weyerhaeuser 
Museum and Historical Society, along with 
the year.  The pitcher was filled with a colorful 
array of flowers.

Following the recognition, Jan spoke, 
modestly giving credit to past and present board 
members, donors, and staff, as if she and Art 
were no more than wallpaper in the history of 
the Society.  We know better.  They are the glue 
that holds this organization together and makes it 
a “premiere” Historical Society in the state.

Art spoke next, thanking everyone for 
the recognition.  He continued the annual 
meeting by saying he was afraid to ask for any 
other new business because he didn’t know 
what to expect.

Cheers to Art and Jan Warner.  They 
make work at the Historical Society pure joy.

MCHS Board member Deb Collis with Jan & Art Warner, who 
were recognized for 40 years of service to the Historical 

Society, Oct. 16, 2005, during Pike Commemorative Dinner at 
Falls Ballroom.  Photo by Glenys Warner-Holman.

The names “Art and Jan Warner” are 
synonymous with the Morrison County 

Historical Society.  They have earned this 
distinction through a commitment to the 
Society that has lasted over forty years.  
Art’s name appears on a membership role 
in 1963, within a year after the Historical 
Society was re-energized by Arch Grahn of 
the Minnesota Historical Society.  Art was 
elected to his first stint as Society president 
in 1965.  At the March 4 annual meeting 
that year, “Mrs. Warner proposed keep-

ing a Scrap Book 
of photographs and 
articles of current 
events in Morrison 
County.”  (MCHS 
minutes, March 4, 
1965)  Thus, began 
Art and Jan’s long 
association with the 
Society.

The Morrison 
County Historical 
Society was officially 
incorporated in 1936.  
It was an outgrowth 
of the Works Prog-
ress Administration, 
which put a handful 
of local people to 
work collecting the 
histories of long-time 
area families.  The 
Society operated out 
of a dark, crowded 
basement space in 
the Historic Court-
house at the time Art 
and Jan joined.  Jan 
set out to rearrange 
the space to display 
artifacts “to better advantage.”  (MCHS 
minutes, Oct. 14, 1965)  She suggested to 
the board that “this should be done with a 
view to making the museum more educa-
tional and interesting for school children.”  
(MCHS minutes, Oct. 14, 1965)

Art had a few goals of his own for 
his first year as president.  He wanted the 
Society to work toward the preservation and 
marking of historic sites, create a booth for 
the County Fair, and establish a traveling 
exhibition.  The minutes of the Society 
show that all of these goals were seriously 
pursued.  One of the historic sites under 
discussion was Pike’s fort.  The Society 
was concerned about the placement of the 
monument, the meeting minutes suggesting 
that its location was not ideal.   

As the Society ramped up its activi-
ties and public services, it became apparent 
that a new museum building was needed.  
Members investigated a variety of possibili-
ties and plans took years to reach fruition, 
culminating in the opening of The Charles 
A. Weyerhaeuser Memorial Museum thirty 
years ago, in 1975.  Art and Jan were fully 
entrenched in the project, with Jan having 

to convey to contractors and construction 
crews that she certainly did know what she 
was talking about when it came to building 
construction.  She also worked with John 
Low to design the exhibits and write exhibit 
labels.  Meanwhile, Art concerned himself 
with such details as selling the first property 
purchased by the Society for the museum, 
getting insurance, and having the burglar 
alarm and telephone connected.  At this 
time, he also continued his presidential du-
ties, having served all but one year in this 
office between 1965 and 1975.

The museum needed a director, but a 
qualified one could not be found.  In June, 
1975, Sr. Mary Venard Niehaus, secretary 
of the Society, suggested that the position 
be opened to Jan, because she had already 
been acting in this capacity.  She declined, 
but continued directing day-to-day activi-
ties at the museum.  She was not officially 
named as Museum Director until sometime 
in 1977.

Art and Jan are inseparable.  They 

~ Continued on Next Page ~



Receiving recognition for our years 
of involvement with the Morrison County 
Historical Society was totally unexpected, 
and a wonderful gesture on the part of the 
Board of Directors and Staff.  We have 
enjoyed forty years of association with 
countless people that we would otherwise 
not have met.  The first person who comes 
to mind is Stella LeBlanc.  Stella and I 
spent hours upon hours together, sorting, 
arranging, doing research and planning 
for the future.  From her I learned how to 
pronounce French-Canadian names.  We 
visited the White Earth cemetery where 
Allen Morrison, the County’s namesake, 
is buried.  She is only one among hundreds 
who have made significant contributions to 
the growth of the Society and to planning 
for a new facility.

 There is no doubt that the Society 
would not be what it is today without 
the generosity of Robert and Sarah Maud 
Sivertsen and the late Carl Weyerhaeuser, 
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initially joined the Historical Society be-
cause it was an activity they could share, 
without being split into work groups by 
gender.  They weren’t looking to escape each 
other’s company as other married couples 
sometimes do.  To the great benefit of the 
Historical Society, they have complemented 
each other’s talents beautifully.

Jan has served as the public face of the 
museum, speaking to innumerable groups; 
presenting local history on Partyline and in 
the Society’s newsletter; leading the charge 
to save important historic sites; directing 
interns, volunteers, and staff; and serving on 
countless state-wide boards and committees.  
Behind the scenes, she has created exhibits, 
packed and organized artifacts and archival 
materials, and dreamed up all sorts of events, 
which she loves to revolve around themes.  
She could have been a party planner . . . 
maybe, when she retires.

Anyone who knows Art realizes that 
he is not particularly comfortable with 
speaking in front of people.  With much 
throat-clearing and a soft-spoken demeanor, 
he does a fine job of it.  He loves detail and 
has worked tirelessly on the legalities of op-
erating the Society, along with keeping close 
attention to the organization’s finances.  He 
is fond of creating spreadsheets and budget 
reports that easily show the staff and board 
how money moves in the organization.  Art 
also makes a great chauffeur for Jan.

Working together, Art and Jan have 
turned The Charles A. Weyerhaeuser Me-
morial Museum into a world-class facility, 
one that exceeds people’s expectations of 
county historical societies.  It is their love 
of each other and local history that have 
made it so.

~ Continued from Previous Page ~

MCHS welcomes artifacts 
and archival items that are in 
good condition and deal primar-
ily with county history.  If you are 
interested in donating an item to 
the collections, feel free to give us 
a call 320/632-4007.

~Mary Warner
Museum Manager

Seventy years ago a small group of people began collecting artifacts, information 
and memorabilia from the pioneers who had settled Morrison County.  This group of 
founders included Mrs. J. K. Martin, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Stilwell, Mr. Val Kasparek, Mrs. 
R. L. Cochrane, Mr. and Mrs. Warren Gibson, and Mrs. Julius Jetka.  They organized the 
Morrison County Historical Society and soon new members joined.  As the collections 
grew a museum space was needed to house the items.  The County provided a room in 
the basement of the courthouse.  The room was small with not much head-room due to 
the heating pipes near the ceiling.  One small basement window faced the west.  As the 
collections grew the exhibits spilled into the hallway.  A big furnace faced the museum’s 
doorway from the opposite side of the hallway.  

 The artifacts were exhibited in cases donated by stores.  Those not in cases were 
hung on walls.  Tags attached to the items identified their use and who donated them. 
There were two metal file cabinets, not enough space for the manuscript collections.  
Boxes filled with papers were shoved into every available space.  There was no provision 
for the conservation of the items and little was known about the elements which damage 
precious items.  

 In spite of these crude beginnings, it is to these founders that we owe much for their 
foresight.  Some of the most important items in the museum’s collections were gathered 
in these early days.  It is our duty to carry out the work that was begun seventy years ago.  
Perhaps we could all pay tribute to their efforts with an extra donation to carry on the 
work of the Morrison County Historical Society.

the daughter and son of Charles A. Wey-
erhaeuser.  Their donation of The Charles 
A. Weyerhaeuser Memorial Museum lifted 
the Society from a small county museum 
to a premiere museum and research facility.  
It is gratifying that the grandchildren and 
even the great grandchildren of Charles 
Weyerhaeuser now show interest in the 
museum.

 The engine that runs any organiza-
tion is its Board of Directors.  The Society 
has been blessed with dedicated people who 
have kept a watchful eye on the policies and 
the funds.  Fiscal responsibility has kept the 
museum afloat.  Credit also must go to staff 
members who keep daily tabs on museum 
operation.   Fuel for the engine is supplied 
by the members and donors who have vol-
unteered their time and supplied money.  

 Thanks also must go to the Board of 
County Commissioners.  Throughout the 
years the Society has had the support of 
the Commissioners.  The present Commis-
sioners all take a personal interest in the 
County’s history.  

 We have been richly rewarded to 
serve with so many people.  Thanks to all 
who have made this effort possible and have 
given us so many wonderful friends.

Crude Beginnings

~ Jan Warner
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