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Alfred Arthur “Art” Warner, Jr. 

March 21, 1931 – August 16, 2015 

 

 

Education 

 

 Bachelor’s Degree, North Dakota Agricultural College (NDSU), Fargo, ND 

 

Work 

 

 Morrison County Social Services, Little Falls, MN, Child Support Enforcement – 30 years  

(retired in 1991) 

 

 Boeing, Seattle, WA – 1 year – received bonuses for 3 ideas submitted to improve performance of  

  company 

 

Had a variety of jobs prior to his position with Social Services, including at a print shop, 

Larson Boats, and the Morrison County Highway Department 

 

Military Service 

 

 United States Army, stationed in Giessen, Germany, 1952-1954 

 

Volunteer Activities 

 

 Morrison County Historical Society – joined organization in 1962, elected president in 1965,  

served as president for 47 years 

 

 Chi Rho Advisory Board 

 First Lutheran Church 

 Boy Scouts 

 4-H 

 Tri-Cap Board of Directors 

 Kiwanis Club – member and president 

 Jaycees 

 Lindbergh Elementary PTA 

 Preserve Our Land 

 Mississippi River Revival 

 Governor’s Design Team for Little Falls 

 Washington Playground Ad Hoc Committee 

 First United Church 

 Little Falls festivals 

 Little Falls Planning Commission 

 Little Falls Heritage Preservation Commission 

 Little Falls Tourism Committee - advisory member 

 Mayor’s Task Force 2014 (Little Falls) 

 Great River Arts Association – organizer 

 Little Falls Convention & Visitors Bureau – organizer 

 West Side Improvement Association – organizer 

 Region 5 History Coalition 

 

 Recipient, along with wife Jan Warner, of the Little Falls Exchange Club’s Book of Golden  

Deeds Award in 1994 

 

  



Art Warner’s Service in Pictures

Page 1

Art Warner, MCHS president, churning 
butter for the Morrison County Fair booth 

display of the Morrison County
Historical Society, 1967.

Art Warner, MCHS president, doing board work at the Weyerhaeuser Museum, 1999. 
Note the spreadsheet on the computer screen. Art was known as “Spreadsheet Man.”



Art Warner’s Service in Pictures

Page 2

Art Warner putting 
 together an audio-
visual table for an 
annual meeting of 
the Morrison County 
 Historical Society, 
2011.

Bob Maschler (left) with 
Art Warner, discussing 
the new benches 
Bob made for the 
 Weyerhaeuser Museum, 
June 2012.



Art Warner’s Service in Pictures
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Art Warner and Ann Marie Johnson review-
ing exhibits for a coffee party in Buckman, 
MN, sponsored by the Morrison County 
Historical Society, April 2011.

Art Warner showing a 
contractor the inner 
workings of part of 
the furnace at the 
 Weyerhaeuser Museum, 
February 2013.



Art Warner’s Service in Pictures
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Art and Jan Warner (back left) at a 
Region 5 History Coalition meeting 
in Staples, MN, January 2012.

Art Warner leading the 75th annual meeting of the Morrison County Historical Society, 
 Royalton, MN, September 2011.



Art Warner’s Service in Pictures
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Art Warner speaking at the program celebrating the 30th anniversary of the 
 Weyerhaeuser Museum, Falls Ballroom, Little Falls, MN, 2005.

Art Warner, MCHS president (right) with Alfred (left) and George Janske, accepting 
a donation of property from the Janske brothers to the Morrison County Historical 

Society, 1996.



DOUGLAS A. BIRK, ARCHAEOLOGIST/HISTORIAN 

2063 White Pine Point Trail SW 

Pine River, MN 56474 

 

 

 

23 February 2016 

 

 

Mary Warner, Interim Executive Director 

Morrison County Historical Society 

The Charles A. Weyerhaeuser Memorial Museum 

2151 S. Lindbergh Drive, PO Box 239 

Little Falls, MN 56345 

 

Dear Mary: 

 

I am writing in support of Art and Jan Warner’s nominations for the Lifetime Achievement Award sponsored by the 

Minnesota Alliance of Local History Museums (MALHM). This letter specifically addresses the late Art Warner, 

and my personal admiration for his many efforts to initiate and facilitate historical and cultural programs in 

Morrison County and the State of Minnesota. 

 

I first met Art and Jan Warner in 1972 while working at the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office. Art was 

Jan’s life partner, guide, and associate. He was naturally quiet and reserved and yet, despite an obvious aversion to 

being the center of attention or orating, he headed countless committee and board meetings at the Morrison County 

Historical Society (MCHS). Art was elected President of the society in 1965 and labored diligently (and with little 

fanfare) in that position or a as volunteer until his death at the age of 84 on 16 August 2015. 

 

“Still waters run deep” is how I think of Art. Whenever I saw him, he was invariably with Jan. The two were 

inseparable in their private lives and public endeavors. At the MCHS, Art always seemed the silent partner, the 

wizard behind the curtain, the fellow who crafted strategies, balanced budgets, and carried heavy loads when no one 

was looking. He sought results and not recognition. 

 

Art had broad interests in history, archaeology, architecture, and the arts that went far beyond the bounds of Little 

Falls and Morrison County. To be sure, he was a learned student of local history and could cite, chapter and verse, 

the exploits of many persons who early passed through or settled in central Minnesota. In his spare time, however, 

he prowled the internet for the latest word on archaeological and historical projects and discoveries around the 

world. He often sent me email links to such information and certainly used his global perspective when advising 

about programs, systems, events, and legalities at the MCHS. 

 

Art was computer literate in ways that allowed him to create spreadsheets and organizational charts. Through his 

practiced skills, Art was fond of mentoring fellow board and staff members at the MCHS with regard to fiscal and 

organizational management issues. 

 

Art, like Jan, had a lifelong passion for making their community a better place to live or to visit. He knew the 

importance of history and historical education, as well as the potential of historic sites and heritage tourism for 

attracting people and stimulating the local economy. His many contributions to Minnesota history as a director, 

fund-raiser, advisor, supporter, and facilitator are almost legendary. 

 

Of course, many of Art’s accomplishments are highly visible and enduring. On his watch the MCHS moved from a 

dank and obscure dungeon in the basement of the county courthouse to a brand new facility on the scenic west bank 

of  the Mississippi River. The society’s Charles A. Weyerhaeuser Memorial Museum is now an inviting, secure, 

state-of-the-art facility with carefully organized and accessible collections, well-conceived exhibits, timely 

programs, and a friendly and professional staff. 

 

 



Mary Warner, 23 Feb 2016 

Page Two 

 

Art was an active member of his community with a demonstrated proficiency for management and leadership who 

dedicated a great deal of his life towards the gathering, curation, and promotion of history on both a state and local 

level. Along with his life partner and associate Jan, I know of no one more deserving of the MALHM’s Lifetime 

Achievement Award than Art Warner.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Douglas A. Birk 

Archaeologist/Historian 

 

 









Turnstone Historical Research 
275 E. 4th St., Suite 790 ~St. Paul, MN 55101~Phone: 651-310-0601~ Fax: 651-222-7338 
 

February 23, 2016 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

 I am writing in support of the nomination of Art and Jan Warner for the Lifetime 

Achievement Award sponsored by the Minnesota Alliance of Local History Museums. 

 

 I do not remember the first time I went to do research at the Morrison County 

Historical Society, but I do remember all the times I heard about it before I ever went 

there. My mother, Helen White, who had worked before as a staff member of the 

Minnesota Historical Society and later was a free-lancer and publisher in Taylors Falls 

told me about Morrison County and about the splendid people, Jan and Art Warner who 

were guiding lights there. My mother had high standards and she made clear to me that 

Morrison County Historical Society was a wonderful place and the Warners were 

wonderful people.  

 

 Later on when I began to work on the project on Ojibwe photographs which led to 

my book We Are at Home, I am sure my mother asked me: "Have you talked to Jan 

Warner yet?" I did of course and then went there to do research, around 1987. Jan was 

very helpful to me and I loved doing research there. The building is one of the most 

beautiful of any historical society in the state and it is a lovely place to do research. I'm 

sure in my mother's eyes it gave her the feeling of a kind of Japanese architecture that she 

loved from her time in Japan, a sense of serenity, of a connection to nature, and to history 

and to its community. And I, who was born during parent's time in Japan, love the 

building too.  

 

 I have appreciated working at the Morrison County ever since my first visit. In 

terms of county historical societies, it is a state-of-the art organization, encouraging of 

scholarly research while at the same time connected to the public and to the community it 

serves.  

 

 Because of their role in making the Morrison County Historical Society the kind 

of institution it is, I strongly support the nomination of Art and Jan Warner for the 

Lifetime Achievement Award sponsored by the Minnesota Alliance of Local History 

Museums. 

 

Sincerely, 

Bruce M. White, PhD 

white067@umn.edu 



Marilyn J. Chiat, Ph.D. 

11484 Fairfield Road West, #405 

Minnetonka, MN 55305 

952-544-6434  chiat@earthlink.net 

 

 

 

February 15, 2016 

 

Mr. Dustin Heckman 

Goodhue County Historical Society 

1166 Oak Street 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

 

Dear Mr. Heckman, 

 

It is indeed a privilege and honor to write a letter of testimony for the awarding of the 

Minnesota Alliance of Local History Museum’s Lifetime Achievement Award to two outstanding 

people, Arthur(Art) and Jeanette (Jan) Warner, who together and individually have contributed 

so much to  the documentation and preservation of Minnesota, and in particular, Morrison 

County’s history.  Their accomplishments in the field of local and state history are many and will 

be recounted by many individuals who have had the privilege to work with them on their many 

and varied projects.  But their efforts have gone beyond the field of local history, they have also 

been committed to their larger community that was recognized and honored when they were 

presented with the Book of Golden Deeds Award by the Little Falls’ Exchange Club in 1994 for 

their extensive volunteer service.  I could go on and list many of Jan and Art’s awards they 

received and accomplishments they achieved over the more than fifty years they resided in 

Little Falls, and in particular in their relationship to the Morrison County Historical Society 

where Jan was named Executive Director in 1977 and Art became its first Board President in 

1965.  It is in this context that I had the opportunity to first meet Jan and Art and witness first 

hand their outstanding ability to not only gather community support for a research project, but 

their leadership capabilities that are so important if a project is to achieve success, as this one 

did. 

In 1989 I received grants from the American Association of State and Local History (the 

first awarded in Minnesota) and the Minnesota Historical Society for the Project to Document 

Places of Worship in North Central Minnesota.  The counties participating in the project were 

Aitkin, Cass, Crosslake, Crow Wing, and Morrison, as well as the Mille Lacs Band of Chippewa 

Indians.  The project would require the participation of each of the county’s historical societies’ 

directors in recruiting volunteers to undertake the research under their supervision and that of 

mailto:chiat@earthlink.net


the project’s directors.  A training manual, written by the director, was used to prepare 

volunteers for the project. It is at this point that the county directors had to demonstrate their 

ability to attract volunteers willing to commit time and effort to the project, and it is here that I 

witnessed Jan’s ability to do just this.  Without going into an extensive explanation of the 

project, suffice it to say that Jan with Art’s assistance was able to recruit the necessary 

volunteers, guide them through the training sessions, and oversee their work in the field.  As 

Jan stated in a bulletin sent out by the Morrison County Historical Society in March, 1989,  

“…this project is one that the entire community can take part in.”  And, indeed the entire 

community did.  Researchers compiled data including documents and photographs on over 

eighty houses of worship in Morrison County as well as conducting oral interviews with many 

congregants.  That data is now in the archives of the Morrison County Historical Society where, 

according to its current director, Mary Warner, it has been used by many researchers. 

Since the successful conclusion of that project in the mid-1990s, I have kept in constant 

contact with Jan and Art, both on a professional and personal basis.  When I was asked to write 

a book by the National Trust for Historic Preservation on America’s religious architecture, I 

consulted with Jan regarding a church in Morrison County that I wanted to include.  She 

graciously provided me with all the information I required.  In addition, I have spoken to both 

Jan and Art on numerous occasions about research projects we were both engaged in.  Their 

suggestions and advice have always proved helpful. 

Art has left us and Jan has recently resigned as Executive Director of the Morrison 

County Historical Society, but their outstanding contributions to their community and the State 

of Minnesota will always be there for others, such as myself, to benefit from, and for that I am 

grateful, and so should all of us involved in preserving our past for future generations.  For that 

reason alone I urge you to consider Jan and Art for the Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Cordially, 

 

Marilyn J. Chiat, Ph.D. 
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When Mary asked if I 
had any pictures of 

Art that she could use with 
a post on the museum’s 
website announcing his 
death on 16 August 2015, 
I knew I had some but did 
not realize they were almost 
all partial views – Art from 
behind, Art from the side, 
Art’s legs on a ladder as he 
checks something in the 
attic, part of Art’s hand 
as he helps Rebecca Ellis 
from Questions & Solu-
tions Engineering examine 
the inner workings of the 
furnace, Art’s hand hold-
ing a piece of bark chewed 
off a tree by a beaver. The 
photos describe Art even 
though they only show bits 
and pieces. Put together, 
they form the mosaic of a 
multi-faceted man.

Art was what I would 
call a true historian. His 
deep love and respect for 
the past melded seamlessly 
with a keen interest in the 
future and an almost pal-
pable need to help shape 
that future into something 
that was good for everyone. 
One of the last things Art and I talked about 
was the future of education in our respec-
tive home communities – his being Little 
Falls and mine St. Cloud. Art asked me 
how things were going with the St. Cloud 
school district’s decision to pursue replac-
ing Tech High School, one of two public 
high schools in the city. Despite repeated 
requests, the school district’s lack of inter-
est in providing the information needed to 
make an informed and unbiased decision 
on whether to renovate or replace the school 
had been endlessly frustrating and Art, with 
whom I shared a work space, was fully aware 
of it. Art and his wife, Jan, then MCHS 
executive director, had both participated 
in the Little Falls school district’s meetings 
regarding renovation and remodeling and 
had experienced their own frustrations. 
Their participation reflects a deep and 
longstanding concern about the future of 

In Memory of 
Art Warner

Alfred Arthur Warner, Jr., who served 
as president of the Morrison County 

Historical Society for 47 of the last 50 years, 
passed away suddenly during emergency 
heart-related surgery at St. Mary’s Hospital 
in Rochester, MN, on August 16, 2015. He 
was better known as “Art” by family, friends, 
and acquaintences.

Art and his wife Jan first became in-
volved with the Morrison County Historical 
Society in 1962, when they attended a meet-
ing meant to revitalize the organization, 
which had slumped into inactivity following 
the death of its curator and board secretary 
Alexander Huddleston. Art and Jan im-
mersed themselves almost immediately in 
the daily activities of the organization, with 
Art first becoming president in 1965. His 
role as MCHS president was an adjunct to 
his work in child support enforcement with 
Morrison County Social Services. While Art 
was occupied with the duties of his board 
position and job, Jan took on curatorial and 
management functions for MCHS, eventu-
ally becoming the organization’s executive 
director. 

It is no accident that, in discussing 
Art’s long-term involvement with MCHS, 
Jan is mentioned in the next breath and 
vice versa. The two were inseparable and 
served as a powerhouse team that brought 
professionalism, thoughtful analysis, and 
progressive ideas to MCHS and the larger 
community.

Art will be missed for his soft-spoken 
manner, constant low whistling (to mask 
his tinnitus), ability to “talk” to cardinals, 
and his love of gadgets, jazz, chocolate, 
coffee, and spreadsheets, among many 
other things. His understated and steadfast 
service to MCHS over the past 50+ years 
provided a reassuring sense of stability to 
the organization.

~ Mary Warner

Art - Bits & Pieces

education and the community. Art and Jan 
no longer had children or grandchildren in 
the K-12 school system but they were will-
ing to commit the time and effort needed 
to be part of the process. Art’s participation 
included pointing out the relatively innova-
tive possibility of brick and mortar schools 
being a thing of the past in the not so distant 
future. Art was not known for saying much 
at public meetings or in large groups but 
when he did, it was worth listening.

Art was an uncommon man. He will 
be missed.

Art Warner seen through a vent hole examining the basement 
of the M. M. Williams house near Little Falls, MN. Behind him 
is Ben Smuda, who served as custodian at the Weyerhaeuser 

Museum from 1999-2013. 

~ Ann Marie Johnson
Curator of Collections

When you eat fruit, think
of the person

who planted the tree.

Give thanks for the past, for those 
who had vision, who planted and 

watered so dreams could come true.
Jane Marshall, 1980

From the hymn “What Gift Can We Bring”
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Art Warner removing 
a panel to access the 

cooling coil on the 
furnace at The Charles A. 
Weyerhaeuser Memorial 
Museum, Little Falls, MN,

February 15, 2013.

Art Warner on a ladder, peering up into the attic space 
at the Weyerhaeuser Museum, February 15, 2013.

Art Warner reviewing 
an invoice with Bob 

Maschler concerning 
the new museum 

benches the men are 
sitting on, June 2012.

Art Warner’s hand 
holding a piece of bark 
chewed off a tree at the 
Weyerhaeuser Museum 

by a beaver,
September 26, 2012.

Heritage Fund
The Morrison County Historical Society’s 
Heritage Fund was of special importance to 
Art Warner because the endowment allows 
people to give to the organization in a way 
that honors relatives and friends while 
contributing to MCHS’s long-term financial 
stability. Thank you to the following for your  
donations to the Heritage Fund in memory 
of Art.

Robert & Helen Verkuilen
Catherine J. Little
Frederick S. Larson
Douglas Birk
Linda Peavy & Ursula Smith
Stan & Dee Wielinski
Carol Schmidt
Helen Gaiser
Erik & Mary Warner
Jim & Mary Palmquist
Judith Lickteig
Judy & Bruce Eckblad
Julia R. Crockett
Ren & Ida Mae Holland
Jill L. Christopherson
Dan & Pam Girtz
Alice Smuda
Albert & Pat Libke
Barbara Roszell
Wayne & Lola May Thompson
Marlene A. Williams
Kathleen Hanowski
Delores Zyvoloski
Ray & Dianna Schulte
Fran Reinke-Ust
Ardelle Johnson
Ed & Lucy Tanner
Dr. William Girvin & Barbara Heinrich
Stephen G. Wenzel
Bette & Gordon Gerling
J. Forrest & Harriet Anderson
Shirley Jane Arvidson
Tom & Joy Wenzel
Bob & Nancy Keeton
Norman & Marcia Nelson

Today is the fruit of yesterday,
the seed of tomorrow.
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Museum Sundries - Art & Jan
At the Pike Commemorative Dinner held 

on October 16, 2005, the board and staff of 
the Morrison County Historical Society took 
an opportunity to show appreciation for the 
forty years of service Art and Jan Warner have 
dedicated to the Weyerhaeuser Museum and 
county history.  It is difficult to summarize forty 
years into a quick article, especially when the 
subjects have often taken on several complicated 
tasks simultaneously.  

I wrote this article using past minutes 
of the Historical Society.  These were an 
exciting treasure that I had trouble keeping to 
myself when discussing museum-related issues 
with Jan.  The presentation was a secret, so I 
couldn’t let it slip that I was looking at old min-
utes or Jan would know something was up.

During the New Business portion of the 
annual meeting dinner, board member Deb 
Collis slipped up to the front of the room and 
kindly read this piece.   I would have become 
a blubbering mess if I had done so.  Deb then 
presented a gift of recognition to Art and Jan 
from the board:  A beautiful, clear glass pitcher 
engraved with the names of the Weyerhaeuser 
Museum and Historical Society, along with 
the year.  The pitcher was filled with a colorful 
array of flowers.

Following the recognition, Jan spoke, 
modestly giving credit to past and present board 
members, donors, and staff, as if she and Art 
were no more than wallpaper in the history of 
the Society.  We know better.  They are the glue 
that holds this organization together and makes it 
a “premiere” Historical Society in the state.

Art spoke next, thanking everyone for 
the recognition.  He continued the annual 
meeting by saying he was afraid to ask for any 
other new business because he didn’t know 
what to expect.

Cheers to Art and Jan Warner.  They 
make work at the Historical Society pure joy.

MCHS Board member Deb Collis with Jan & Art Warner, who 
were recognized for 40 years of service to the Historical 

Society, Oct. 16, 2005, during Pike Commemorative Dinner at 
Falls Ballroom.  Photo by Glenys Warner-Holman.

The names “Art and Jan Warner” are 
synonymous with the Morrison County 

Historical Society.  They have earned this 
distinction through a commitment to the 
Society that has lasted over forty years.  
Art’s name appears on a membership role 
in 1963, within a year after the Historical 
Society was re-energized by Arch Grahn of 
the Minnesota Historical Society.  Art was 
elected to his first stint as Society president 
in 1965.  At the March 4 annual meeting 
that year, “Mrs. Warner proposed keep-

ing a Scrap Book 
of photographs and 
articles of current 
events in Morrison 
County.”  (MCHS 
minutes, March 4, 
1965)  Thus, began 
Art and Jan’s long 
association with the 
Society.

The Morrison 
County Historical 
Society was officially 
incorporated in 1936.  
It was an outgrowth 
of the Works Prog-
ress Administration, 
which put a handful 
of local people to 
work collecting the 
histories of long-time 
area families.  The 
Society operated out 
of a dark, crowded 
basement space in 
the Historic Court-
house at the time Art 
and Jan joined.  Jan 
set out to rearrange 
the space to display 
artifacts “to better advantage.”  (MCHS 
minutes, Oct. 14, 1965)  She suggested to 
the board that “this should be done with a 
view to making the museum more educa-
tional and interesting for school children.”  
(MCHS minutes, Oct. 14, 1965)

Art had a few goals of his own for 
his first year as president.  He wanted the 
Society to work toward the preservation and 
marking of historic sites, create a booth for 
the County Fair, and establish a traveling 
exhibition.  The minutes of the Society 
show that all of these goals were seriously 
pursued.  One of the historic sites under 
discussion was Pike’s fort.  The Society 
was concerned about the placement of the 
monument, the meeting minutes suggesting 
that its location was not ideal.   

As the Society ramped up its activi-
ties and public services, it became apparent 
that a new museum building was needed.  
Members investigated a variety of possibili-
ties and plans took years to reach fruition, 
culminating in the opening of The Charles 
A. Weyerhaeuser Memorial Museum thirty 
years ago, in 1975.  Art and Jan were fully 
entrenched in the project, with Jan having 

to convey to contractors and construction 
crews that she certainly did know what she 
was talking about when it came to building 
construction.  She also worked with John 
Low to design the exhibits and write exhibit 
labels.  Meanwhile, Art concerned himself 
with such details as selling the first property 
purchased by the Society for the museum, 
getting insurance, and having the burglar 
alarm and telephone connected.  At this 
time, he also continued his presidential du-
ties, having served all but one year in this 
office between 1965 and 1975.

The museum needed a director, but a 
qualified one could not be found.  In June, 
1975, Sr. Mary Venard Niehaus, secretary 
of the Society, suggested that the position 
be opened to Jan, because she had already 
been acting in this capacity.  She declined, 
but continued directing day-to-day activi-
ties at the museum.  She was not officially 
named as Museum Director until sometime 
in 1977.

Art and Jan are inseparable.  They 

~ Continued on Next Page ~



Receiving recognition for our years 
of involvement with the Morrison County 
Historical Society was totally unexpected, 
and a wonderful gesture on the part of the 
Board of Directors and Staff.  We have 
enjoyed forty years of association with 
countless people that we would otherwise 
not have met.  The first person who comes 
to mind is Stella LeBlanc.  Stella and I 
spent hours upon hours together, sorting, 
arranging, doing research and planning 
for the future.  From her I learned how to 
pronounce French-Canadian names.  We 
visited the White Earth cemetery where 
Allen Morrison, the County’s namesake, 
is buried.  She is only one among hundreds 
who have made significant contributions to 
the growth of the Society and to planning 
for a new facility.

 There is no doubt that the Society 
would not be what it is today without 
the generosity of Robert and Sarah Maud 
Sivertsen and the late Carl Weyerhaeuser, 
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DIRECTOR’S COLUMN
by Jan Warner

initially joined the Historical Society be-
cause it was an activity they could share, 
without being split into work groups by 
gender.  They weren’t looking to escape each 
other’s company as other married couples 
sometimes do.  To the great benefit of the 
Historical Society, they have complemented 
each other’s talents beautifully.

Jan has served as the public face of the 
museum, speaking to innumerable groups; 
presenting local history on Partyline and in 
the Society’s newsletter; leading the charge 
to save important historic sites; directing 
interns, volunteers, and staff; and serving on 
countless state-wide boards and committees.  
Behind the scenes, she has created exhibits, 
packed and organized artifacts and archival 
materials, and dreamed up all sorts of events, 
which she loves to revolve around themes.  
She could have been a party planner . . . 
maybe, when she retires.

Anyone who knows Art realizes that 
he is not particularly comfortable with 
speaking in front of people.  With much 
throat-clearing and a soft-spoken demeanor, 
he does a fine job of it.  He loves detail and 
has worked tirelessly on the legalities of op-
erating the Society, along with keeping close 
attention to the organization’s finances.  He 
is fond of creating spreadsheets and budget 
reports that easily show the staff and board 
how money moves in the organization.  Art 
also makes a great chauffeur for Jan.

Working together, Art and Jan have 
turned The Charles A. Weyerhaeuser Me-
morial Museum into a world-class facility, 
one that exceeds people’s expectations of 
county historical societies.  It is their love 
of each other and local history that have 
made it so.

~ Continued from Previous Page ~

MCHS welcomes artifacts 
and archival items that are in 
good condition and deal primar-
ily with county history.  If you are 
interested in donating an item to 
the collections, feel free to give us 
a call 320/632-4007.

~Mary Warner
Museum Manager

Seventy years ago a small group of people began collecting artifacts, information 
and memorabilia from the pioneers who had settled Morrison County.  This group of 
founders included Mrs. J. K. Martin, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Stilwell, Mr. Val Kasparek, Mrs. 
R. L. Cochrane, Mr. and Mrs. Warren Gibson, and Mrs. Julius Jetka.  They organized the 
Morrison County Historical Society and soon new members joined.  As the collections 
grew a museum space was needed to house the items.  The County provided a room in 
the basement of the courthouse.  The room was small with not much head-room due to 
the heating pipes near the ceiling.  One small basement window faced the west.  As the 
collections grew the exhibits spilled into the hallway.  A big furnace faced the museum’s 
doorway from the opposite side of the hallway.  

 The artifacts were exhibited in cases donated by stores.  Those not in cases were 
hung on walls.  Tags attached to the items identified their use and who donated them. 
There were two metal file cabinets, not enough space for the manuscript collections.  
Boxes filled with papers were shoved into every available space.  There was no provision 
for the conservation of the items and little was known about the elements which damage 
precious items.  

 In spite of these crude beginnings, it is to these founders that we owe much for their 
foresight.  Some of the most important items in the museum’s collections were gathered 
in these early days.  It is our duty to carry out the work that was begun seventy years ago.  
Perhaps we could all pay tribute to their efforts with an extra donation to carry on the 
work of the Morrison County Historical Society.

the daughter and son of Charles A. Wey-
erhaeuser.  Their donation of The Charles 
A. Weyerhaeuser Memorial Museum lifted 
the Society from a small county museum 
to a premiere museum and research facility.  
It is gratifying that the grandchildren and 
even the great grandchildren of Charles 
Weyerhaeuser now show interest in the 
museum.

 The engine that runs any organiza-
tion is its Board of Directors.  The Society 
has been blessed with dedicated people who 
have kept a watchful eye on the policies and 
the funds.  Fiscal responsibility has kept the 
museum afloat.  Credit also must go to staff 
members who keep daily tabs on museum 
operation.   Fuel for the engine is supplied 
by the members and donors who have vol-
unteered their time and supplied money.  

 Thanks also must go to the Board of 
County Commissioners.  Throughout the 
years the Society has had the support of 
the Commissioners.  The present Commis-
sioners all take a personal interest in the 
County’s history.  

 We have been richly rewarded to 
serve with so many people.  Thanks to all 
who have made this effort possible and have 
given us so many wonderful friends.

Crude Beginnings

~ Jan Warner
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